
St. Maximilian Kolbe Parish
Worship & Sacraments Commission

Minutes of Meeting November 24, 2020

Note: Meeting held online via Zoom

Members Present Online: Rick Volk (Chair), Yuki Lauber, Paula Fogt, Mary Blake, Michael Truax, Noel Balster, Helen 
Romes, Tim Wiedenmann, Sarah Lewis, Karen Borgemenke, Lisa Brown, Ricki Hancart 

Ex Officio Present Online: Mary Ella Wielgos (Pastoral Associate), John Stengel (Recording Sec.)

Others Present: Ron Miller, Director of Music Ministry

I. Gather: 7:02 PM
A. Opening Prayer – Paula Fogt
B. Ice Breaker: Does your first or middle name have any significance (or were you named after another family 

member)?
i. Members shared the stories of their names.

II. Business
A. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes from October 27, 2020

i. Minutes approved with 1 change.
ii. Public minutes approved with 1 change.

B. Pastoral Council Update – Yuki
i. Pastoral Council discussed PC by-laws so commission liaisons presence was not required and 

they were asked to email their reports to PC.
ii. Yuki read through the PC minutes. Please see the PC minutes for details.

C. Mary Ella – Staff Report
i. Liturgical Ministry

1. We continue to see more people who are uncomfortable serving in liturgical 
ministry. It is getting more difficult to fill positions especially at 4:30pm & 8:00am 
Masses. The same core group of people are helping every week.

2. There has been a plea for help at weekday Masses, but not yet for weekend 
Masses.

3. WSC members discussed the possibility of having only the clergy distribute Holy 
Communion on the tongue.

i. This might encourage more people to be willing to volunteer as EMHC.
ii. Archbishop Schnurr will not forbid Holy Communion on the tongue. Fr. 

Riehle also holds this position and will not prohibit the reception of Holy 
Communion on the tongue at St. Max.

iii. Anecdotal evidence suggests that more hands than tongues are touched 
during distribution of Holy Communion.

iv. The Archdiocese has stated that there is no evidence that receiving on the 
tongue is more dangerous than reception on the hand.

v. A suggestion was made on the possibility of segregating those wishing to 
receive on the tongue to certain sections of pews. It was pointed out that 
this would be uncharitable.

vi. Mary Ella does not see a change of policy on the reception of Holy 
Communion at this point.

vii. Jesus is the divine physician. He only heals. 
viii.How many churches are hot spots? Churches in general have been 

extremely careful about following all health guidelines.
ix. We are doing the best we can given the circumstances.

4. Mary Ella will take inquiries and will make individual accommodations for 
individuals to receive the Precious Blood if they are unable to receive the host. 
This will be done on an individual basis. 

5. Mary Ella is keeping track of no shows on the liturgical ministry schedule and is 
reaching out to individuals to see if they would prefer to be taken off the schedule.

ii. RSVP’s for Christmas Masses
1. Some people are confused that you need a reservation to be admitted to Mass.



i. It has been stated in several places online that no one will be turned away 
from Mass if they do not have a reservation.  

ii. The postcard mailer also states that no one will be turned away.
iii. Reservations are being used for planning and to encourage people to 

choose a less crowded Mass.
iii. Music Ministry

1. Scaling back on the music ministry for the foreseeable future.
i. No wind instruments.
ii. Only one person in the music area without a mask.
iii. Christmas will be much more simple and peaceful this year.

2. Cherub Choir making a very adorable video of a song for Advent. 
3. Only a timpani and harp used for Christ the King weekend.

D. Sign of Peace has been reinstated
E. Prayer for a Spiritual Communion

i. Started again for Advent and will be read by either Holly or Ron when music starts.
ii. It will not be in the worship aid since it is for those viewing the Mass online.

F. In person meetings at St. Max have been suspended again thru the end of the year
i. This greatly affects the RCIA program.

G. Mary Ella shared updated Mass attendance numbers
H. No altar servers at this time

i. We are trying to keep everyone healthy.
ii. A table will be placed behind the altar at Masses without a deacon for the chalice and all items 

needed for the celebration of the Eucharist. If the presider prefers, everything will be placed on the 
altar.

iii. This will be discussed by Fr. Riehle at the January WSC meeting.

III. Old Business
A. Advent Evaluations

i. Mary Ella is not looking for reflections on personal preferences, i.e., whether you like something or 
not.

ii. She is looking for things like:
1. Was the message in a homily relevant?
2. How did the music and scripture match?
3. Did the church décor proclaim the season?

iii. Evaluate the overall experience. 

IV. New Business
A. January 17th meeting with ministry chairs

i. Luncheon after noon Mass?
1. If everyone invited comes we would have to meet in the gym because it could be 

as many as 25 people.
ii. Should this be a Zoom meeting?

1. It was decided to wait until January to decide on an in person vs Zoom meeting. 
Email will be used to make the decision.

iii. We will not be able to offer a buffet luncheon. We could do boxed meals.
iv. The meeting is held each year to discuss the various ministries under the WSC with the ministry 

leaders.
B. Items from WSC members

i. Any word on Fr. Simone Peter’s situation?
1. There will be a parish wide announcement in a couple of days.

V. Views from the Pews – Feedback from parishioners
A. Daily Mass - Responsorial Psalm

i. Can the response be repeated by the lector so people can remember the response?
B. A thank you for people helping to clean the pews after Mass.
C. Worship aids are printed for free 

i. Don’t be afraid of taking one at 6:30am Mass even though there is no singing. Text for when the 
Psalm response is spoken and not sung has been added to the worship aid.

ii. The printer is going to print the Christmas booklet for free.
D. Numbers for Christmas Mass RSVPs



i. 3:00pm & 5:30pm have the most reservations so far. 
ii. 3:00pm is the most popular.
iii. Midnight & 10:00am are also popular.

VI. Formation 
A. Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy Chapter VI: Sacred Music (sections 112-121, - The Liturgy Documents 

Volume One, Fifth Addition, pages 30-32)
i. WSC members read sections from the documents
ii. Lisa says she feels very included and very well cared for at St. Max and thanks Mary Ella & Ron 

for all they do.

VII. WSC members decided not to meet in December as it is too close to Christmas.

VIII. Closing Prayer offered by Paula

IX. Meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM

Respectfully Submitted, 

John Stengel, Ex Officio (Secretary)


